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EIAIKO APOPO - SPECIAL ARTICLE

Mpoadiopropoc e Epdopadac Konone
kat EkBaon ¢ Eykupoaivig
Eupiikn Matehdpou,’ Biktwpia BIRINAKN?

H evéopntpla avamtuén tov euppvou kabopiletal amod éva mAnbog mapayoviwv
&vw n mapakoAoVOnon TG €EMENC TG KUNONG ival avaykaia yia tn dtacpdhion
NG UyEiag TN UNTéPag Kai Tou veoyvou. O mpoodiopiopog tne efSopddag kinong
€[val pia onNEAvTIKN TAPARETPOG yia TNV Tapoxr oOAoKAnpwuéVNG @povTidag otnv
£yKuo. Yapyouv 1€00eplig éBodol yia Tov mpoodiopiopo tng efdopadac kinong:
(a) H npepopnvia teheutaiag mepiddou, (B) Ta umepnyoypagnpata, (y) ot Xeipiopoi
Leopold kat (6) ol LETPIOELG TOU VEOYVOU LETA ATTO TOV TOKETO. EmMANnpIoAoyIKkég
HeNéTeg £XouV uTOYpapHioEl T onpacia tng ue@odou mpoadiopiopol thg fSopddag
KUnong mou Bacifetal aTa unepnyoypa@patTa Kinong 6cov agopd oTnv akpipeid
™. H emAoyn ¢ mo akpiPfng pebddou yia Tov mpoadiopiopd g efSopadag
KUNnong anotelei mToA0 GNPAVTIKO TApAYovVTa yia Thv TapakoAoUOnon e e€Nigng
NG EYKUHOoUVNG ald Kat TG EKPACHG TNG. ZUUMEPACUATIKA, N GUVEXI{OMEVN EK-
maidevuon Twv emayyeApatiwv uyeiag oe VEEG TeEXVoMoyieg Kal Idlaitepa aTn xprion
UTIEPNXOYPAPOU Eival GNHAVTIKY, AQOU N EVNHEPWOT TWV UEANOVTIKWV YOVIWV Kal
n oAokAnpwpEVN TIPOYEVVNTIKN TTapakoAoUOnon amoteAlouv akpoywviaio Aifo
ot S1a0@ANIoN TNG UYEIAG TWV HEANOVTIKWYV YEVEWV.

Aéeig eupeTnpiouv: Eykupoouvn, evdouritpia avdmtuén, nAikia kinong, umepnyoypagia

Eicaywyn — H mepiodo¢g tnG eykupoolvvng

Eival yeyovég o1L n evbounitpla {wrj kaBopilel Tnv avamtuén tou euPpuou
kal mpoadlopilel Tnv ékPaon ¢ kunonc. H evdourtpla avantuén tou uppvou
e€aptatal amo éva mAnBog mapaydvtwv'? v n mapakoAolBnon Tng mopeiag Kat
™¢ e€ENIENC TNC KUNONG HE TN XPNON UTTEPNXOYPAPNHATWY KAl AANWV EISIKWV
SlayvwoTikwv e€eTdoewy ival avaykaia yia Tn Slao@AaAion TN LYEiag TnG unTé-
pag kat tou veoyvou. O Maykéopiog Opyaviouog Yyeiag (MOY) avagépel 600.000
HNTPIKOUG Kal 76 EKATOUUPLA TIEPLYEVVNTIKOUG BaVATOUG TO XpOVo Kal e181KOTEPQ
O€ QVATTTUCOOUEVEG XWPEG, KUPIWG ASYW TMANUUEAOUC TTapakoAoUBNoNG TNG KU-
NonNg, UTTOCITIOHOU KAl AAWV TTapayovIwy omwg givatl ta Aotpwdn voorjuata.’ H
untéBeon OTI Ta PP PUIKA KAl TA TTPWIHA YeyovoTa TNS {wn¢ 08nyouV o€ HOVIMEG
peTaBolikéc alay£g i avantulakd TPoYpAUMaTIoNS mpotdonke amd Tov Barker,
amd tn Sekaegtia Tou 1980, HETA aTO HIA GEIPA ONUAVTIKWV EMIONUIOAOYIKWY
TTAPATNPHOEWY TTIOU CUCXETIOAV TO BAPOG yévvnong pe Tov auénuévo kivouvo
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ekdnAwong voonudtwy tng eviAikng {wng 0TTwe 0 oakK-
xapwdng SlafrTng TUTIOU 2, N UTTEPTAOT), Ol EYKEPANIKEC
kat kapdlayyelakég mabnoeict’

H ev&ountpia {wn Saipeital o Svo mepiddoug, oTnV
TIPWIKN Kal TNV OYIun epPpulkn mepiodo. H mpwiun me-
piodo¢ xapakTnpifeTal KUPIWS amod To CXNMATIONO TNG
TPoPoBAdoTNG evw n deltepn mepiodog xapaktnpiletat
amno tnv avamntuén tou uBplou. H mpwipn mepiodog mept-
Aappavel Tic mpwTteg 8 eFSOUASES UETA TN YovioTToinoN Kal
Katd N S1apKela auTtAg TG meptodou gugavifovtal oTnv
TAEIOVOTNTA TOUC Ol ouyyeveic SlapapTiec. MapdAinia,
OTIWG LOYXVEL PE TA TTPWIKA EUBpua AANwY OnAacTikwy, Ta
mpwida éuBpua tou avBpwrnou tavopouvtal og avamtuéla-
Ké€C onadeg mou ovopdlovtat otadia. H mpwipn epPpuikn
nepiodog xwpiletal o 23 avamtulakd otadia, Ta otadia
Carnegie (Carnegie stages), katd ta omoia o tpo@ofAacTi-
KOG lOTOC AVATITUCCETAL KAl LETAAAACOETAL CUVEXWGE, EVW
n oYiun mepiodog €xel otadlomoinBei pe Bdon Tig poppo-
AOYIKEG OANOYEC OTA XOPAKTNPIOTIKA TOU QVATTITUGOOMEVOU
guPpLou mou cupPaivouv otn SIAPKELA AUTHC.

Mé£Oodol1 mpocdiloploHOU
™NG¢ €Sopadag Knong

Y€ KAOe mepinTwon, o Mpoadloplopdg Tng efSoudadag
KUNong katd tn SIapKela TNG EYKUPOOUVNG gival TTOAU
ONUAVTIKOC Yl TN OWOTH TApakoAoUOnon Kal To cwoTtd
TIPOYPAUMATIONO auTnG. O ev Aoyw TTPocSloplopog
TPETEL va gival TOAU akpiPfng Kat yl' auto 1o Adyo
XPNOlpoTolouVTal EVAANAKTIKA TECOEPIC SIAPOPETIKES
Hé€Bodol, cuYKEKPIUEVQ:

Otav o mpoodiopioude yivetal Katd tnv KUnon:

— Ymoloylopog BACEl TNG NUEPOUNVIOC TNG TEAEUTAIAC
mePLoGSdou

—  YmoAoylouoOG BACEL UTIEPNXOYP AP LATOC

— MNpoodloplopog e xelpiopoug Leopold

Otav o mpoadiopioudc yivetal katd tn Aoxeia:

— MMpocbiopioudcg amd Tnv a&loAdynon Kal TG LETPAOELG

Tou Bpépouc.

Ta TTAEOVEKTHATA KAl TA UELOVEKTI AT KAOE peBdSou
avaAUovTal TTapaKATW:

TV nepintwon émou n eRdoudda kunong mpoadi-
opiCetal pe Bdon TNV nuepounvia teAeutaiag meptodou
(last menstrual period- LMP) o umoloylopog Baciletal otov
kavova tou Naegele (Naegele’s rule). Xe aut tnv mepi-
mTwon Bewpeital 0Tt KAOE avamapaywyikog KUKAOG £Xel
S1dpKela 28 nUéPEC KATA PECOV OPO Kal OTI N woppnéia
oupPaivel TN 14n nuépa Tou KUKAou. H péon Siapkela
NG eyKLpooUvng urtoloyiletal otig 280 nuépeg and tnv
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TPWTN NUEPA TNG NUEPOUNVIAC TNG TEAEUTAIAC EUUNVNG
puonc. Emeidn n yovipomoinon mpayUaTomoleTtal ApEowG
peTa amd v woppenéia, n nuepounvia TNg woppnéiag
XPNOLUOTIOLEITAL TIPOCEYYIOTIKA WG N NUEPOUNVIA TNG
GUNMNNYNG.

To PEIOVEKTNUA AUTAG TNG TPOCEYYIONG aPopd OTO
YEYOVOG OTL oL yuvaikeg € yvwpilouv TAVTOTE [e akpifela
™ ouvnOn nuépa woppnéiag Touc. MapdAinAa, pelo-
VEKTNUA autol Tou MPooSIopIoHoU amoTeNED Kal N un
IKAVOTNTA TTOAWY YUVAIKWY VA aVAPEPOUV UE aKpifela
TNV TEAEUTAIQ NUEPOMNVIA TTEPIOOOU TOUC EVW UENETEC
€xouv Sei€el 6TL KON Kal Ol YUVaiKEG Ue 0TaBEPO KUKAO
ouxvd Sev avagEpouv TNV NUEPOUNVia NG TEAEUTAIAS
mep1ddou pe akpifela.’

ONOKANPWVOVTAG, £VA AKOWN UEIOVEKTNUA TNG TTO-
povoag ueBdSoU gival n TPOTINON CUYKEKPIUEVWY aplO-
pwv/Pneiwv katd tn 6Awon Tng nuepounviag (digital
preference), akoun Kai amé TI¢ YUVAIKEC TTOU YeVIKA On-
AWDVOUV UE OXETIKN AKpifEla TNV nUEpounvia TeheuTaiag
meP16Sou.’°

Mia Seutepn péBodog mpoodiopiopol Tng eRSouddag
KUNnong eivat n xprion Kat n a&lomoinon Twv unepnxoypa-
PIKWV PETPACEWV KAl KATA TTPOTIKNON, TwV PETPROEWVY avd
TPiMNVO TNG EYKUHOOUVNG. AUTO YiVETAL UE METPAOEIG TTOU
TipaypatomololvTal oTo £UPpuo He BAaon tnv TeAeuTaia
nUeponvia meptodou mou SnAwvouy ol éyKuec. H méov
Mo aflomoTn YETPNON Yia ToV TPoadIopIouo TG RSoud-
Sag Kunon¢ gival To ke@alooupaio UKo (crown rump
length- CRL) mou pmopei va petpnOsei oto 1o tpipnvo.'
270 20 Kat 30 TPiKNVOo TNG EYKUHOoUVNG XPNolpomolouvTal
OUVOUAOUOI LETPAOEWY TNG AUPIBPEYUATIKAG SlapéTpou,
NG MEPIUETPOU TNG KEPAANG, TNG TIEPIUETPOU TNG KOIMOKNG
XWPEAG KAl TOU HAKOUG Tou pnplaiou ootou. !

MelovEKTNA TNG CUYKEKPIEVNG HEBOSOL amoTeei
TO YEYOVOC OTI Ol LETPOELC AUTEC O€ KABE TEPIMTWON ou-
YKpivovTal Je £va TTPOTUTIO PUGIOAOYIKO, N Aapavovtag
OUWC LTIOYN TN PUOIOAOYIKH S1AKUPAVON TTOU PopEi va
o@eiletal o€ AMNOUG TTapAyovTeG o€ évav TANBUGCO. '
Mée autov Tov TPOTIO, LETPATELG ATTO £Va «PUCLOAOYIKA»
MK €UPBpuo cuykpivovTal e TIC TPOTUTIEG UETPHOELG E
amotéheopa va urtohoyiletal A\avBaouéva n dopdada
KUnong. QoTO0O0, TO UEIOVEKTNA AUTO UITOPE( va aro-
@evxBei pe Tn Xprion aAyopiBuwy mou Aapdvouv unoyn
Kal AANOUG TTAPAYOVTEC, evw) NON UTTAPXOUV UENETEC
Tou éxouv Oeiel OTL N Xprion TwWV UTIEPNXOYPAPNUATWY
o€ ouvdLACO e TNV aflommoinan akyopIBuwyY €xouv we
ATTOTENECA TNV TTAPOUGIA CUCTNUATIKOU CPAANUATOC
MIKPOTEPO TNG Hiag efSopddac oTov mpoadloplouod ¢
nAiag kunone."
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>11¢ peBodoug umoloyilopol TG efSopadag Kunong
mepAauavovTal Kal ot Xelpiopoi Leopold mou epapud-
Covtal Katd TNV PnAagenon tng KOIAIAG TG eyKUOU, PE
oKkoré Tov Kaboplouod TnG NAKIAg KUnong Kat tng 6éong
mpofoAri¢Tou epPpuou. H mapamavw péBodog ivat eumel-
PIKN, XPNOIUOTIOIEITAL EVPEWG OTNV KABNUEPIVE KAVIKY

TIPOKTIKI], EVEXELTTIOAVO GPAANA OTOV UTTOAOYIOHO Kal YU

auTo Se xpnolporoleital og eMONUIONOYIKEG UEAETEC.

H tétaptn pébodoc mpoadioptopol g nAIKiag Kun-
ong mepAapPavel Tov mpooSlopIopo TIOU YIVETAL E TNV
KAWVIKN €€€TACN TOU VEOYVOU WETA Ao TN Yévvnor Tou
xpnotpomolwvtag SUo e€ETACTIKEG TTPOCEYYIOELG, AUTH
Tou Dubowitz kat tou Ballard.'> AkohoUBwG, pe TN xprion
€16IKWV CWHATOUETPIKWY SEIKTWV Kal TPoadloplopol
avtavakAaoTIkwy mpoadiopiletal n efSoudda yévvnong
Tou veoyvou e Bdaon SOKIUAGIEC TOU VEUPIKOU KAl TOU JU-
OOKEAETIKOU CUOTHATOC. Y€ YEVIKEC YPAUUEC, N MéB0SOC
auTtr 8€ XpnoloToLETal O EMONMUONOYIKEG UEAETEC, EVW
MENETEC €xouv Oeiel OTI Ol OXETIKEG PETPAOELG TEIVOUV VA
UTTEPEKTIMOLV TNV £RSoudada Kunong yia ta veoyvd <40
€BSouadwv Kat va umoekTIoLV TV €fSopada KUunong
yla veoyvd =40 eSouadwv Kunong.'®

Juvoyifovtag, ol emayyeAUATIEG UYEIOG EXOUV TECTEPIG
SlapopeTIKEC pEBASOUC e TIC OTToiEC UITOPOUV va TTIPoadio-
pioouv tnv €BSopada kunong. AvAaueod Toug Ta TEAEUTaia
XPovia £5a¢oc éxel kepbioel 0 TPOGSIOPIOUAE TTOU YiveTal
HE TN XPiON UTTEPNXOYPAPNUATWY OE CUVSUAOUO HE TOV
uTToAoYIoUO oV Baciletal TNV NEpounvia TeEAeuTaiag
meplodou. QoT1600, MARB0C HEAETWY uTTOYPAilouV OTL
o Mpoadloplopog NG EfSopadag kunong pe Baon Tnv
TelevTaia mepiodo umoeimeTal Tou MpoodlopiopoU Tou
yivetal pe BAon TIC LETPHOEIC TOU UTTEPNXOYPAPHLOTOG 20U
TPIMAVOU, AKOMN KAl OTIC TIEPIMTTWOELG YUVAIKWY HE aKpIRn
avagopd TG NUepopnviag teheutaiag meptdédou.'’-2

TimepiAapavel o 6po¢ éKpBaon
NG EYKUHOoUvVNG

Me Tov 6po ékaon Tng eykupoouvng opiletal k&Oe
KAWVIKA Katdotaon mou oxeti(etal Ye Tn yévvnon Kal 1o
VEOYVO KO TTOU XApaKTNPi(el TO AMOTENEOUA TNG EYKUO-
oLVNG WG TARPWG PUCIOAOYLKO 1) pn. Me Tn xpron twv
OpPWV AUTWV TIEPLYPAPETAL TO ATTOTEAECHA TNG EYKUO-
olvNC Kal YiveTal Ta§lvounon TwVY VEOYVWV O€ KATNYOPIES
wote va gival Suvath n perétn g emidpaong diagopwv
eldwv ekBéoswv oTig empépouc katnyopiec. O1 6pot autoi
ouvoyilovtal kat eme€nyolvtal TOPAKATW.

Qg avanmapaywytkr ikavotnta tou {euyapiou (fecund-
ability) opiCetan n mBavotnta cUANYNG KaTd TN StapKela

E. Natehdpovu, B. BIBIAGKN

EVOC avamapaywytkou KUKAOU Xwpic tn ArjPn avTicuANnmTL-
KWV METPWV.2* O aplBOG TwV KUKAWV TTOU XPEIAOTNKE éva
Ceuydpl €wg TN GUAANYN XPNOIUOTIOLETAL YIa TOV TTPOCdI-
0PIoUOS TNG AVATIAPAYWYIKAG IKAVOTNTAG TOU {eUYOUC Kal
¢ kaBuotepnuévng cUANNYNG (delayed conception).

Qg anwAela apxduevng KUnong (early pregnancy loss)
opiletal n amwAela TG KUNONG, N omoia éxel §akpIPwOei
ME METPNOELC TNG XOPIOKNAG YovadoTtpoTivng ota oupa
Kal, TEAIKG, xavetal o€ StaoTnua <6 BSopdadwv Petd Tn
Televtaia mepiodo. H amwAela apyxouevng KUNoNG CU-
Baivel oe mMooootd 10-20% TwV CUNARYEWY aANA Sev
aviyvevetal kat Sev avagépetal cuxva.®= O aplBuog Twv
peAetwv mou e€etdlouv Tov 6po autd we ékPaon eival
TIOAU HIKPOC Kal amoteei medio pe 181aitepo epeuvnTIKO
evola@épov.

Qc autopatn anmoPoAn (spontaneous abortion) opiletal
N KN oKOMIUN anmwAe&la r n S1aKOT TNE KUNoNG It and
v 20N eRdouada kunong. Autdg 0 OpIoUOC XPNCIMOTTOL-
€(TaL Ao TNV MAEIOVOTNTA TWV EMIONUOAOYIKWY UEAETWV
pe e€aipeon KATTOIEC UENETEC OL OTTOIEG EXOUV CUUTTEPINAPEL
oToV PO AUTO Kal KUACELG TTOU Xankav éwg tnv 24n n
Kaltnv 28n e dopdda kunonc. Q¢ evdourtplog Bdvatog
(stillbirth) opiCetal o Bavatog epPpuou mou cuuPaivel
META TN cuunmAfpwon TNS 20n¢ eBdounddacg kKinong pe
KUPIOTEPEC AUTIEC TIC CUYYEVEIC AVWMUAAIES, TIC AOIHWEELC,
TNV UTTOAELTTOPEVN avamTuén, To StafBrTn TNg KUNGNG Kat
NV mposkAapyia.?®

Q¢ MPOwWPOG TOKETOG (pre-term birth) opieTai n yévvnon
TPV amo TN cupmAipwon TG 37n¢ efOoudadag kunong
Kal amoTeNEl TO 1Mo ouxVvO aitio meplyevvnTikng Bvnot-
pOTNTOG. Ta vEOyVA TIou €xouv yevwnBei mpdwpa éxouv
avénuévo oxeTiko Kivduvo ekdrAwaonc vevpoavamntuéla-
KWV aVWHOAWY, AoLWEEWY, XPOVIWV OVATTVEUCTIKWV Kal
0@BAAUIaTPIKWY TIPOBANUATWY.2

To xaunAo Bapog yévvnong (low birth weight) mpoadio-
piCetatadpd wgTo BApog yévvnong Tou veoyvou TTou gival
<2.500 g kat &g cuvumoloyiletar n SlagopeTikr TANBUCHIL-
OKI} KOTOVOUr 000V a@opd 0To BAPOC yévvnong o€ KABe
TO10.% QG TEAEIOUNVO VEOYVO HE XAUNAO BApog yévwnong
(term low birth weight) opiletalto veoyvo ue Bapog yévvn-
on¢ <2.500 g petd tn cupmAnpwon TG 37n¢ efdopddag
KUnong kat yt' autéd amoteAei mo akpifr) opIouo.

Q¢ uikpd yia Tnv fdoudada Kunong veoyvo (small for
gestational age) opiCetal To veoyvo pe Bapog yévvnong
MIKpSOTEPO amo TN 10N ekatooTtiaia Bon yia pia ou-
YKekplpévn gfSoudda kinong cuUPWVA Pe avTioTolxa
mANBuoulakd mpdTUTa.®® Q¢ UTTOAEIMTOPEVO AvVAPOPIKA
pe tnv evdopntpla avantuén (fetal growth restriction)
opiCetal nyévvnon veoyvou pe BApog UIKPOTEPO amd TN
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10n ekatooTiaia Béon yla pia cuykekpipévn efdopada
KUNONG «EKTIUWHEVO» BAPOC, TO OTTOI0 €XEl TTIPOKUYEL
ME TN Xpron povtéAwv mou mpoodiopiouv 1o Suvapiko
avantuéng Tou eupuou pe BAon To CWUATOUETPIKA KAl
KOIVWVIKO-SNUOYPAPIKA XOPAKTNPIOTIKA TNG MNTEPAG
KOl TOU TTATEPQ.

Ot ouyyeveic Stapaprieg (birth defects) mepihaupavouv
KAOe owuaTIKn 1} peTaBoAIkr avwualia ou ival mapovoa
KaTd TN Yévvnon Kat propei va €xel kAnpovounBei 1 va
givat mepialhovtikd mpokAnBeioa. Mepimou 2-3% Twv
{WVTWV YEVVAOEWV £XOUV HLA 1) TIEPIOCOTEPEG CUYYEVEIC
Slapaptiec. Amote oLV TNV TAEOV ONUAVTIKH QLTI VEOYVI-
KoL BavdTou, Umopouv va TPOKAAEGOUV OVIUN avarnpia
Kal ouvABwg Ta aitia Sev ival MARPWE katavontd. 3!

Jupnmegpaocpata

O akpiBncmpoadloplopog tneg pdopddag kunong armo-
TENEl TTOAU ONPAVTIKO TAPAYOVTA Yld TNV TTApakoAouBnon
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™G e§EMNENG TNG EYKUOOUVNG OANA KA TNG €KBaonG authc.
H duvatotnta mapakoAouBnong TG EYKUPOOUVNG HE TN
Xprion unepnxoypa@nudtwy éxel Bpedei 0Tt avdvel tnv
IKavoToinon Twv eyKUWV32 TOMMOBETWVTAC TNV TTIO KOVTA
oTov enayyeipartia vysiag, av€Avovtag To YVWGOIOAOYIKO
unt6aBpd g kat Stac@alifovtdag Tng pia Kahr ékfaon
NG EYKUHOOoUVNG.

Yupewva pe tig Williamson kat Thomson,* ot pateutég
Kalt ol VOONAEUTEG WG KABOSNYNTEG OTNV TIPOYEVVNTIKN
@povtida dtadpapati{ouv MOAU ONUAVTIKO pONO GTNV IKA-
voroinon Twv yuvalkwv. H kaBodriynon kai n evnuépwon
TWV EYKUWV amoTeAOUV évav armod Toug oroudaldTEPOUG
POAOUG TWV ETTAYYEAUATIWV UYEIAC KATA TNV TApoxn
TIPOYEVVNTIKIAG @povTidag.

SUUTTEPACHATIKA, N ouvexl{opevn ekmaideuvon Twv
EMAYYEALOTIWV UYEiag og Oépata mapoxnc OANOKANPWHEVNG
TIPOYEVVNTIKAC TTAPAKOAOUON NG amoTEAEl aKpoywviaio
AiBo yia tn Stac@diion tng emTuxoUC €KBaong TNG EyKu-
MOOUVNG KAl TNG UYEIOG TWV PEANOVTIKWV YEVEWV.

ABSTRACT
Gestational Week Assessment and Pregnancy Outcome
Evridiki Patelarou,' Victoria Vivilaki?

'PhD, MPH, RN, University Hospital of Heraklion, Heraklion, Crete, PhD (c), Community Midwife,
Medical Department, University of Crete, RM, Department of Midwifery, SEYP
Technological Educational Institute of Athens, Athens, Greece

Foetal intrauterine growth and development are determined by a number of factors. Monitoring of the developing foetus is
necessary in order to ensure the health of both the mother and the neonate. Currently, health care professionals have a number
of options for accurate assessment of the gestational week of birth. In daily clinical practice and according to the current inter-
national literature, there are four possible methods of assessing the gestational week, based on: the date of the last monthly
period, the ultrasound (US) based gestational week, the Leopold clinical examination and the neonatal clinical examination after
birth. Of these, the date of the last period and the US based gestational week assessment are considered the most precise. The
majority of epidemiological studies have also demonstrated the precision and accuracy of the US based gestational week as-
sessment. The use of the most precise method for assessing the gestational week is considered an important factor of pregnancy
monitoring and outcome. Specifically, pregnancy outcome is defined as all the clinical aspects of birth which characterize an
infant as healthy or not, including low birth weight, preterm delivery and intrauterine growth restriction. Through assessment
of pregnancy outcome, infants are classified into categories by which the role of possible exposures during pregnancy can be
examined. The intrauterine conditions and their duration during foetal development have implications for pregnancy outcome
and are crucial for the future health of the child. The continuing education of health care professionals and health education
interventions for informing future parents of the importance of comprehensive prenatal monitoring provide the basis for the
health of future generations. NOSILEFTIKI 2010, 49 (3): 220-224.

Key-words: foetal development, gestational age, pregnancy, ultrasonography
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