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H Lnpaoia twv Aééewv:
Tumomownpévn Opoloyia
yta t NoonAevtiki

Harriet V. Coeling

Ot \é€elg mou xpnolpomoloUE oxnUati(ouv éVwoleG OTOUG CUVOMIANTEG HaG,
O€ KOIVWVIKEG KAl ETTAYYEAMATIKEG KATAOTACELS KAl Eival GNUAVTIKO VA ETTIAEYOUE
TIPOOEKTIKA TIG EKPPATELG HaG. Eival kaAUTepa va XpNOLIOTIOIOUUE EVPEWG KO-
TavoNnTEG AEEELG, oL oToiEeg YeVIKA €xouv To (610 vénua yia tov kabéva. Xtn Noon-
Aeutikry, ¢ Sivoupe mavTtoTte 1aitepn TPOCOXN OTIG AEEEIG TTOU XPNOIUOTIOIOUE.
310 MapeNBoy, S1dPopot VOONAEUTEC XpnoloTolovoav SIAPOPETIKEG AEEEIC yia
va TEpLypayouV pia idla katdotaon 1 éva idlo mepIoTATIKO. ZUXVJ, NUACTAV OE
0¢on va avtiAngBoUue TITpooaboloav ol AANOL VA LA AVAPEPOLVY, TIAPOAO TTOU
propei va ékavav xprion Aé€ewv S1apopeTIKwy anod ekeiveg mou mBavov va eixape
emAé€el ot Béon Touc. QoTdo0, AUTEC 0L Slagopéc Snuiovpyoloav TAPEENYNOELC
Kal eVOEXOUEVWC VA ETTEPEPAV KATTOIO SUCUEVEC ATTOTENECHA YIa TOV aoBevry, dtav
pta A€EN OrUaIVE KATLYIA TOV £va VOONAEUTH 0ANG KATL SIAQOPETIKO yia Evav AAAo.
210 onuePIVO TePIBANoV TN ppovTidag uyeiag, 6mou To KUPLo BAPog TNG GPo-
vtidag pag mpémel va gival n emiyvwon Tou KOOTOUE, TNG ACPANELAG KAl TNG ATTOTE-
AEOPATIKOTNTAG, ATTAITETAL TTPOCOXH TG HEPOUG TWV VOONAEUTWY GO0V agopd
01N XPNOomoinon TG TAE0OV KATAANANG, akplBoug kat GUHPWVNGAEENG Yia Lia
Sebopévn katdotaon. e avtifeTn mepimwon, pmopei va mpokAnBei ouyxuon petadu
TOU LOTPOVOONAEUTIKOU TIPOCWTTIKOU, IE ATTOTEAECHA TNV AKATAANNAN TTEPiBaAYN
Twv aoBevwv. Emiong, umopei va cupBaAiel otnv epilBwplomoinon ¢ Bewpiag,
™G €pEuvag Kal TNG CUMOYIOTIKAG TOOO OTNV EKTIAIOELON TWV VOONAEUTWY 000
KAl OTNV TIPAKTIKN TouG.

‘Evag tpdmog yia va EemepaaTtei autr n ovyxuon Kat n meplbwplomnoinon OAwv
TWV VOONAEUTWV €ival n XpNOIPOTOINCN UIAG TUTTOTIOINMEVNG VOONAEUTIKAG
opoloyiag/Ta§ivounong yla tn voonAeuTikn mpakTiki. O Cody éypaye ot «n
YAWooa ¢ KABe emMOTruNG eival QuTH TOU UETAPEPEL TNV EVVOIQ, TH ONUACIA KAl T
XpnouotnTa Twv 16wV armé Tov éva UEAETNTI) 0ToV AAAO, AT TOUG UEAETNTEG OTOUG
EMAYYEAUQATIEC KAl ATTO TOUG UEAETNTEG KAl TOUG ETTAYYEAUQTIEC OTO EUPU KOIvo».2 Ol
Clark kat Lang mapéBeoav tn dnAwon tou Lang, mou avayvwpiel Tnv avaykato-
TNTA Piag mpoTunNG opoAoyiag: «Av Sev UMTOPEITE va TNV OVOUAOETE, SV UMOPEITE
va Vv eAEyEETe, va T xpnUatoSoTHOETE, va T SIEpeVVIOETE, va T SI6A&eTe 1 va
™ Béoete o€ Snudota diafovisuon.».? Mo mMpoo@ata, ol Swan et al emecruavav
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OTL N EVOWHATWON TNG VOONAEUTIKAC YAWooAG péoa o€
pa Sopur) TANPOQOPIKNG VAl OUCIAOTIKH, TIPOKEIUEVOU
va Yivel opatd To €pY0 TWV VOONAEUTWY Kal va SIaTuTiw-
BoUV ol HaPTUPIEG OXETIKA UE TNV TTOLOTNTA Kal TV agia
¢ NoonAeutikic.t H Tumomoinuévn opoloyia pmopei
va BonBnoel oto va yivel N NOGNAEUTIKN TIEPICCOTEPO
€kdnAn, va gival avtamodoTiKr Kat TTOAUHAONC.

H epappoyn Tng Tumomnoinuévng opoloyiag sivat ava-
yKaia mpokelpévou va yivel opatr n NoonAeutikr. H Thede
onueiwoe o1t Ta dedopéva TNG VOONAEUTIKAG TTEPIBAAYNG
ondvia mephapBdvovtarl petadl Twv GTOIXEIWV TTOU ava-
@épovTtal yla tn epovTida Twv acBevwv Kal Tapapévouy
oTOo apxeio petd to e€tplo.’ Eav to amobnkeupévo, Kal
KOTA OUVETTELD QVOAKTAOIO APXEIO TNG IATPOVOONAEUTIKNG
@povTidac Sev TEPIYPAPEL TIC ATTOPATEIC TTOU £X0UV AABEL OL
VOONAEUTEC, OXETIKA e TTPOBARLaTa VoonhAeiag, aveEdptnTeg
EVEPYELEC, KABWC KAl ATTOTEAEGATA TTOU TIPOKUTITOUV, TOTE
Ta oTolxeia Twv voonheutwv d¢ Ba eivat mMAéov Slabéoipa
yia va kaBodnyrioouv AAOUG. AUTO ONUAIVEL OTL TA OXETIKA
oTolxeia Twv voonAeutwv &g Ba xpnotuomoinBouv yia To
oxedlaopd TNG LOTPOPAPHAKEVTIKAG TIEPIBAAYNE KAl TNV
AVATTITUEN TNG KOIVWVIKO-TIONITIKAG YPAUUAG. H duvntikn
oupPBoAr TNG NOGNAEUTIKNG OTOUC EMAYYENUATIES LYEiag
Ba mapapeivel adpatn.

H tumomoinuévn opoloyia yia tn NoonAeuTikn givat
EMMIONC avaykaia, TTPOKEIUEVOU N VOONAEUTIKN ppovTida
va prmopéoel va amolnuiwdei Eexwplotd amod AAeg ouvdu-
QOMEVEG UTINPEDIEG, TTOL CUXVA AVAPEPOVTAL UE TOV OPO
«rrapapovrj kat diatpoeri». Ot Welton kat Hollaran éxouv
€MONUAvel 0TI TWPA TTAEOV UTIAPXEL éva AUEAVOUEVO
ouvolo amodeifewv mou Seixvel OTL «ol VOONAEUTES Exouv
uta EexwploTr Kal Tautéxpova avayvwpiolun emidpaon
otnv ékPaon Twv aobevwy mmou voonAeovral, aveédptnta
amd v atpikr mepiBain».'?> Ot Welton kat Hollaran avé-
(PEPAV KATTOIA OTATIOTIKA ONUAVTIKI) CUCKETION HETAED
NG 0POAOYIAC TWV VOONAEUTWV Yia TN Stayvwaon Kal Tng
ékBaong 5 aocBevwv mou gixav voonAeuTei 1] LETABANTEG
OXETIKA E TNV KATAVAAWON TTOPWV JECA OTA VOOOKOEIQL.
A@oU emonuavonke 6Tl n oxéon HeTa& TNG opoloyiag
TWV VOONAEUTWV Yla TN S1dyvwon Kal Twv amoTeAECUATWY
nrav ave€dptntn amnd tnv opadomnoinon og oxéon Ue TN
Sidyvwon, katéAnéav oto cupmépacua OTl Ta OTOIXE(
TWV VOONAEUTWV €ival CUUTTANPWHATIKA KAl Ol TIEPIT-
T4 yla Ta TPEXOVTA OTOIXEIQ TTOU UTTAPXOUV CUVOTITIKA
Katd tnVv £€€060 amd To VOOOKOWE(o, Ta omoia ouviBwg
TIAPATTEUTTOVV O€ lATPIKEC SlayVwoElg Kal repiBaAiyn. H
perétn twv Welton kat Hollaran toviel tnv avaykaiotnta
npoodloplopol TG 1biaitepng aiag TG VOonAEUTIKIAG
@povTidag, n omoia pmopei va emteuxOei KaAUTEPA pE

H.V. Coeling

TNV EQapuoyn Tumomnolnpévng opohoyiagc.'

EmmAéov, n xprion g Tumomotnuévng opoloyiag 6a
OUMPBANEL ONUAVTIKA OE €PELVNTIKEC SPAOTNPIOTNTEC
TIoU amattouvTal yia TNV avdntuén tng faciopévng oe
amodeielc voonAeuTikng mpakTikAc. H avantuén tng
Baoiouévng oe amodeifelc NoonAeuTikng mAoXEL Ao
EMNEIPN PENETWV TTOU XpNnolgoTiolovv 181Ky opoloyia
Y10 va TIEPLYPAPEL UIa CUYKEKPIUEVN TTapéufBaon. Mapa
TIOANEC HENETEC Xpnotomololy Tnyv iSla opoloyia yia
SlapopeTikéC popég mapéuPaonc. H Hobbs onueiwoe
OTL N EMNEIPN EVVOIOAOYIKNG CAPHVELAC TOU OPOU «(PPO-
vTida eMKeVTPWUEVN OTOV A0OEVI», £XEL KATAOTHOEL TTOAD
SUOKOAN TNV UAOTTIOINGN TOU CXETIKOU OPOU OE €peuva
miou a&lohoyei Ta amoteAéopata, Ta omoia oxetiCovTal
Ue autov Tov 6po.* H Thulier éxel meplypdyel WG o avTl-
PATIKOC OPIOUOC TWV OPWV «TPOPH UE UNTPIKO ydAa» Kal
«TPOPN UE TO UMUITEPO» EXOUV TIPOKANEDEL AVAKPIPELEG
oTN HEAETN TTou Blepeuvd Ta Stagopa €idn Slatpor¢ Tou
Bpépouc.’® X0otnoe Aomdy, n Thulier Tnv tumonoinon g
opoloyiag, XPNOILOTIOIWVTAG TOUG OPOUG: «ATTOKAEIOTIKA
MNTPIKO YAy, «kKUPLAPXA UNTEIKO YAAQ», «UIKTH SlaTpo-
@r}», «kKATA KUPLO AOYO, TEXVNTA TTAPACKEUACGHUEVO YA
KOl «QITOKAEIOTIKG, TEXVNTA TAPACKEVACUEVO YAAa», KATA
NV aloAdynon TG amoTEAECUATIKOTNTAC TN SIOTPOPNAC
Tou Bpégpouc. O1 Smith kat Smith Sn\woav 6t n «avamtuén
™¢ Baoilouevne o amodeiel mpakTikn¢ aptdtal amé
™0 oUAANYN, TNV avdKTNOoN Kat TNV avdAuon Twv KAIVIKWV
Sebouévwy O€ NAEKTPOVIKA apxeia avapopika Ue T @po-
vTida twv acBevwvy.” NMpoaoéBeoav OTi «To medio Twv Sedo-
Uévwv MPETel va gival Turomoinuévo yia va Staogalifetal
n motétnTa Kat n aélomotia Twv mAnpogopiwv.». H Kripps
AVEPEPE HIa PENETN OTTOU (aiveTal OTL YE @povTida Tou
VOONAEUTH, N omoia oo TNPEICETaL ATTO UIA TUTTOTTOINMEVN
VOONAEUTIKN 0poAoyid, HEIWONKE 0 HECOC aplOpdS TwY
NUEPWV AgpIlopoL amo Ti¢ 14 oTi¢ 10 NuéPEC o€ aoBEeVEiC
UE MEYIOTO EKOUOIO AEPIOUO.®

Ta kaAd véa gival 6T1 apKeTEG opAdeg €xouv apyxioel
VO avamTUoooUuV TUTTIOTTOINUEVA CUOTAHATA VOONAEUTL-
KNG opoloyiac. Evag apiBudc amd autd mpog 1o mapodv
Bpioketal oto oT1ddlo Tn¢ TeAelomoinong. H Clark, idén
amd 1o 1998, ékave €KKANON, Ta €V AOYw TuTTOTTOINMEVA
ouoTtipata opoloyiag (taivounon) va avantuxfouv
amo TIG OHASEC TWV SIEBVWV HEAETNTWV ANV, Kal OXl
armo Toug PINoPaBE(C O Jla ouyKeKplIpévn xwpa. Eival
KATavoNTo, OTL €VVOIEG TTOU €ival KAAA KATAvONTEG OE
Ml KOUATOUPa, mBavov va pnv avayvwpifovtal amd
Hia aAAn. Na mapddelypa, n évvola TnG auTto-QPovTidag
UTopEl va avtavakAd Tnv TOAITIoUIKN a&ia piag opdadag,
OANA EVOEXETAL VA NV UTTAPXEL OE ML AAAN TIONTIOMIKN
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opdada. KatéAn&e onUEwVOVTAG «... O TPAYUATIKOG AGyog
yia uia Stebvr ta&ivéunon ritav n avdykn va amogeuxBei o
TMONTIOTIKOG iumreptaioudsr».! H Webber, emiong, oxoliaoe
OTLyla va emMTeVXOEL 0 EIPUOC TNG YAWOOAG OE TTAYKOOUIO
emimedo, gival avaykaia TO00 N EMKEIPNUATIKE NYETIKN
IkavoTnTa 6oo Kat n S1ebvr¢ cuppetoxn.”

H Aiebvric Ta&ivopnon yia tn NoonAeutikr MpakTIKn
(ICNP®), éva mpdypappa tou Alebvouc Zupouiiou No-
onAeuTWV, gival éva S1eBVEC, evoroinuévo cUCTNUA YIa TN
YAwooa TN NoonAeUTIKAC TTou TTEPINAUBAVEL apevog vo-
ONAEUTIKEC SIAYVWOELC, TTAPEUPBATEIC KAl ATTOTEAECATA KAl
APETEPOU XPNOIUEVEL WG LA ONRIAVTIKA SUVAN Y1a VA YiveEL
katavontr n cupBoAr TG NooNnAEUTIKAC 0TV LYEia KAl oTNY
UYELOVOUIKN TIEPIBAAYN, o€ TTAYKOOIO emimedo <www.icn.
ch>. Eméuwkel va Katao T oel Ta oTolxeia TG NoonAEUTIKAG
apeoa dlabéaoipa Kal va epapuoloval o€ TANPOPOPIOKA
ouoTAUATA anmd Toug EMAYYEAUATIEC uyeiag oe OAo Tov
Koopo. EmmAéov, n Zuotnuatonoinuévn Ovouatoloyia
Twv KAviknc Opwv tng latpikng (SNOMED CT®), Tou avrikel
oto Alebvr Opyaviopd Avantuéng Mpotumwv Opoloyiag
yla tnv Yyeia kat edpglel otn Aavia, gival pia avaAuTikn,
KAWVIKr) 0poloyia laTpovoCNAEUTIKAC ppovTiSag o€ TTOMNECG
YAWOOEC, TTPOKEIEVOU VA EQAPUOLETAL OE TTANPOPOPIAKA
OUOTAMATA YIa TNV VYEia avd Tov KOoWOo. H Turmomoinuevn
opoloyia SNOMED CT® xpnolupomoleital yia Tn BeAtiwon
™G mePiBaAPNG Twv aoBevwy, Ke TNV avamtuén ocuoTnud-
TWV TIPOKEIEVOU VA KATAYPAPOVTAL IE AKPiBEla auTd Tou
avTipeTwiCel 0 EMAyyEALATIOC UYEIOG Kal TTApAANnAa yia
TNV TTAPOXH UTTOOTHPIENG OTIG OTTOPACELC TWV ETTAYYEAUO-
Twv vyeiag <www.ihtsdo.org/snomed-ct>. Ot cuvadeApot
1o avrkouv otoug opyaviopoug ICNP kat SNOMED-CT
ouvepyddovtal TWPA PETAEY TOUC YId TNV EVAPHOVION TWV
VOO NAEUTIKWY Slayvwoewv TnS AleBvolg Tagivounong yia
™ NoonAeutikr} MpakTikr (ICNP) Kal Twv KOTaoTACEWY
napéuaonc otn Zuotnuatomoinuévn Ovopatoloyia tng
latpikrc (SNOMED), étol woTe o1 évvoleg TN NOONAEUTIKAC
¢ ICNP va avayvwpifovtal 0To MAGICIO TWwV EVVOLWV TOU
povtéhou SNOMED-CT.®

Q¢ voonAeuTEC TTPETTEL VA EpYACTOUE 0oL padi yia va
avantuEOUE KAl Va XPNOLUOTIOI|OOUE, OTOUG TOUEIG TNG
VOONAEUTIKIAC €PEUVAC KAL TIPOKTIKAG, AéEEIC-KAELOIA, TTOU
€xouv akpIBw¢ TNV idla onuacia yia SAoug Toug voonAeu-
Té6. Duoikd, katt tétoto &g Ba eival eukoAn vnoBeon. H
Webber éxel evtomioel Tn SuokoAia mou ixe n NoonAeu-
TIKF} OTO VA OTTOKTAOEL CUVETTELA TNG YAWOOAG O€ OXEON
ME TN Bewpia, TNV £peuva Kal TOV TPOTTIO CUANOYICHOU."!
Méxpt onpepa, dev eival TOANOI Ol VOGNAEUTEC TTOU £XOUV
avaldBet autd to épyo. Q¢ ekmaldeuTikoi, SloIKNTEC,
EPELVVNTEC Kal emayyeAaTiec Ba mpémel va avaldfoupe

T0 SUOKOMO €pYO TNG AVATTTUENG KAL TN EPAPHUOYNG HIAG
TUTTOTTOINHEVNG OPOAOYIAG Y1a TIC VOONAEUTIKEG pag Sla-
YVWOELS, TapeUPATELC, KABWCE Kal yla Ta anoTeAéopata
TPV va gival TTOAU apyd Kat KATTo1o¢ AAOG —KATTOLOG TTOU
Sev Katavoei Tnv ovacia kat TNV a&ia TG VOONAEUTIKAG
mepiBaAPng— 1o KAvel yia epag. O kéopog apxilel va
YiveTtat «nAeKTPoVIKOG». H 1atpovoonAeuTIKn @povTida
emiong apyiCel va yivetal «<nAekTpoviKr». H Tumomoinuévn
opoloyia Oa mpémel va TeBei og epapuoyn, KE i XwpicTn
oUPBOoAN TG NOONAEUTIKNG, EVOEXOEVWG KAl VWpITEPQ
amd 6, TLavapévetal. MNpog 6PeNOC TWV aoBEVWY Hag Kal
TOU VOONAEUTIKOU EMAYYEAMATOG, AG OuveXiooupe OAoL
Vv avantuén Kal TNV moTH Xprion TNG TUTTOTIOINEVNG
VOONAEUTIKNG 0poloyiag — onuepal
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EDITORIAL - APOPO XYNTA=HX

On the Importance of Words:
Standardized Nursing Terminology

Harriet V. Coeling

Words matter - the words we use create meanings in the minds of others. In
both social and professional situations it is important that we choose our words
carefully. It is best to use commonly understood words that generally have the
same meaning for everyone. In nursing we have not always paid careful attention
to the words we use. In the past various different nurses used different words
to describe the same situation or condition. Often we understood what others
were trying to communicate to us, even if they were using words different
from those that we might have chosen. Yet these differences had the potential
to create misunderstandings, and possibly adverse patient outcomes, when a
word meant one thing to one nurse and something different to another nurse.
In today’s healthcare environments, in which a consciousness of cost, safety,
and effectiveness needs to be a primary focus of our care, we must be careful to
use the most appropriate, accurate and consistent word(s) for a given situation.
Failure to do so can lead to confusion among providers resulting in inappropriate
care for patients. It can also contribute to the marginalization of theory, research,
and reasoning in both nursing education and practice.”

One way to overcome this confusion and marginalization is for all nurses to
use a standardized nursing terminology/classification for nursing practice. Cody
wrote that “the language of any science is that which conveys the meaning,
significance, and utility of concepts from one scholar to another, from scholars to
practitioners, and from scholars and practitioners to the general public” (p. 98).3
Clark and Lang cited Lang’s classis statement identifying the need for standard
terminology: “If you can't name it, you can't control it, finance it, research it,
teach it, or put it into public policy.”? More recently Swan et al have noted that
embedding nursing language within an informatics structure is essential, in order
to make the work of nurses visible and to articulate evidence about the quality
and value of nursing. Standardized terminology can help to make nursing more
visible, reimbursable, and scholarly.?

The use of standardized terminology is necessary to make nursing visible.
Thede has noted that nursing care data is seldom included among the patient
care data that is stored after discharge.® If the stored, and hence retrievable
healthcare record does not describe the decisions nurses make, such as decisions
about nursing problems, independent actions, and resulting outcomes, nursing
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data is not available to guide others. This means that this
nursing data will not be used in healthcare planning and
the development of socio-political policy. The potential
contribution of nursing to healthcare will remain invisible.

Standardized nursing terminology is also essential to
enable nursing care to be reimbursed separately from
the combination of services often termed “room and
board”. Welton and Hollaran have noted that we now
have a growing body of evidence indicating “nurses have
a separate and identifiable effect on patient hospital
outcomes independent of medical care” (p. 541)."2
Welton and Hollaran reported a statistically significant
association between nursing diagnosis terminology and
5 patient hospital outcomes or resource consumption
variables within hospitals. Noting that the relationship
between nursing diagnosis terminology and outcomes
was independent of diagnosis-related groupings, they
concluded that nursing data are complementary, and not
redundant to the present data in current hospital discharge
abstracts, which usually address medical diagnoses and
care. This paper of Welton and Hollaran highlights the
need to identify the specific value of nursing care, which
can best be achieved using standardized terminology.'?

The use of standardized terminology will, in addition,
make a significant contribution to the research activities
needed to develop evidence-based nursing practice. The
development of evidence-based nursing suffers from a lack
of studies that use specific terminology to describe a given
intervention; too many studies use the same terminology
for different forms of intervention. Hobbs noted that the
lack of conceptual clarity of the term“patient-centred care”
(PCC) has made it very difficult to operationalize PCC in
research that assesses outcomes associated with PCC.*
Thulier has described how the inconsistent definitions
of the terms “breast feeding” and “bottle feeding” have
caused inaccuracies in research studying the various types
of infant feeding.'® She has recommended standardizing
the terminology, using the terms:“Exclusive breast milk’,
“predominant breast milk’,“mixed feeding’,“predominant
artificially manufactured milk”, and “exclusive artificially
manufactured milk’, when assessing the effectiveness
of infant feeding. Smith and Smith stated that the
“development of evidence-based practice is dependent
upon the capture, retrieval, and analysis of clinical data
in electronic patient care records” (slide 52).” They added
that “data elements must be standardized to insure the
quality and reliability of information.” Kripps reported a
study showing that nurse-driven care supported by a
standardized nursing terminology decreased the average

number of ventilation days for ventilator-associated
pneumonia patients from 14 to 10 days.

The good news is that several groups have started
to develop standardized nursing terminology systems.
A number of these are currently in the process of
being refined. Clark, as early as 1998, pleaded for these
standardized terminology (classification) systems to be
developed by groups of international scholars, rather
than by scholars in a specific country. She understood
that concepts well recognized in one culture may not
be recognized in another. For example, the concept of
self-care may reflect a cultural value of one group but it
may not exist in another cultural group. She concluded by
noting”...the real reason for an International Classification
was the need to avoid cultural imperialism” (paragraph
13).' Webber, too, has commented that to achieve world-
wide language consistency organizational leadership and
international participation are needed."

The International Classification for Nursing Practice
(ICNP®), a program of the International Council of Nurses,
is an international, unified, nursing language system that
includes nursing diagnoses, interventions, and outcomes
and serves as a major force to articulate the contribution of
nursing to health and healthcare globally <www.icn.ch>.
It seeks to make nursing data readily available and used
in healthcare information systems worldwide (Coenen,
2003). In addition, the Systematized Nomenclature of
Medicine Clinical Terms (SNOMED CT®), owned by the
International Health Terminology Standards Development
Organization, based in Denmark, is a comprehensive,
multilingual, clinical healthcare terminology for use across
the world’s health information systems. SNOMED CT®
works to improve patient care by developing systems
to record accurately healthcare encounters and to offer
decision support to healthcare providers <www.ihtsdo.
org/snomed-ct>. ICNP and SNOMED-CT colleagues are
now collaborating to harmonize ICNP nursing diagnosis
and intervention statements into SNOMED, so that ICNP
nursing concepts will be recognized within the SNOMED-
CT concept model.

As nurses we must all work to develop and use, in
both nursing research and practice, key words that mean
the same thing to all nurses. This will not be an easy task.
Webber has observed the difficulty nursing has had in
gaining consistency of language associated with theory,
research, and reasoning." To date not many nurses have
taken on this task. As educators, managers, researchers,
and practitioners we must undertake the hard work of
developing and using a standardized terminology for our
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nursing diagnoses, interventions, and outcomes before
it is too late and someone else (someone who does not
understand the essence and value of nursing care) does
it for us. The world is going “electronic”. Healthcare is
going “electronic”. Standardized terminology will be put
in place, with or without nursing input, perhaps sooner
than we expect. For the benefit of our patients and the
nursing profession, let us all continue developing and
faithfully using standardized nursing terminology — today!
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